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Rite of Profession or Permanent 
Commitment to the Gospel Life 
In the Name of Jesus! It is with great humility and simplicity that 
we announce the profession of 3 of our members to the Secular 
Franciscan Order.  Kathy McNamara, Paul Butcher and Kathy 
Butcher have completed all that is required of them.  Now they 
will make their permanent and definitive commitment to the  
Gospel Life. 

This ceremony will be celebrated with Holy Mass on November 
20, 2021 at 12:00 noon at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, 
1206 East 9th Street, Austin, Texas 78702.  The Celebrant will be 
Friar Fr. Florencio Rodriguez TOR.  He will be joined by Friar Fr. 
Roque Ocampo TOR who will concelebrate.  A reception will be in 
the parish hall following the Mass.   

This Month at Our Fraternity 
Meeting: 

This month, we will not have a usual 
meeting.  Since we are having professions, 
we will focus on the ceremony and           
hospitality.   

Initial formation will continue as usual.    
Karla and Mark will review Chapter 20 
with Stephanie and Charlie will review 
Chapter 2 with Ron.   

Please consider helping with hospitality.  
We will need help decorating the parish 
hall.  Also please bring a covered dish for 
sharing.   

It is customary that our Inquirers and   
Candidates help with hospitality for      
Professions. But of course, all members 
are encouraged to help.  You may call      
Elizabeth at 512-258-3437 for a list of 
things that need to be done to get ready. 
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Food Pantry: 

The food pantry will operate as usual this 
month even though we have the              
professions.  We will open the pantry at 
9:00 am.  The pantry will close at 10:30 am.  
If you plan to help at the pantry, please 
come a little early to help set up the food              
distribution. 

We will continue with the Covid protocols 
and social distancing. Remember that we 
will need to wear a mask while at the     
pantry.   

From the Region:  Regional Formation Workshop 
 

This year the regional formation workshop is being held at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Church November 13, 2021.  The workshop will be in classroom 6 upstairs.  All are invited!  
We are asked to bring a sack lunch and a drink.  The workshop starts at 9:00 am and will go 
until 3:00 pm.  There will be a Mass at 12:00 noon with Fr. Florencio or Fr. Roque depending 
on their availability.  We will break for lunch after the Mass.   

Please consider coming to the formation workshop. This is a good time to learn what          
formation is all about.  Paul Gonzalez ofs, Regional Director of Formation will be leading the 
workshop.   
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November: Month dedicated to the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory 
We know that a defiled soul cannot enter   
into heaven. Those faithful Christians who 
have died and gone before us but who still 
must atone for their sins go to Purgatory. 
The time they spend in Purgatory cleanses 
them so that they may enter Heaven free 
from all effects of sin. 

The month of November is dedicated to 
the Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church          
commemorates all her faithful children 
who have departed from this life, but have 
not yet attained the joys of heaven. St. 
Paul warns us that we must not be          
ignorant concerning the dead, nor          
sorrowful, "even as others who have no 
hope ... For the Lord Himself shall come 
down from heaven ... and the dead who 
are in Christ shall rise. 

The Church has always taught us to pray 
for those who have gone into eternity. 
Even in the Old Testament prayers and 
alms were offered for the souls of the 
dead by those who thought "well and     
religiously concerning the resurrection." It 
was believed that "they who had fallen 

asleep with godliness had great grace laid 
up for them" and that "it is therefore a  
holy and wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead, that they may be loosed from 
sins."  

Duration of Purgatory 

Purgatory is not eternal. Its duration varies 
according to the sentence pronounced at 
each particular judgment. It may be      
prolonged for centuries in the case of the 
more guilty souls, or of those who, being 
excluded from the Catholic communion, 
are deprived of the suffrages of the 
Church, although by the divine mercy they 
have escaped hell. But the end of the 
world, which will be also the end of time, 
will close for ever the place of temporary 
expiation. God will know how to reconcile 
His justice and His goodness in the          
purification of the last members of the   
human race, and to supply by the intensity 
of the expiatory suffering what may be 
wanting in duration. But, whereas a        
favorable sentence at the particular     
judgment   admits   of   eternal    beatitude 
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November-Month dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory (continued) 

being suspended and postponed, and 
leaves the bodies of the elect to the same 
fate as those of the reprobate; at the     
universal judgment, every sentence, 
whether for heaven or for hell, will be    
absolute, and will be executed                  
immediately and completely.  

Offering Prayers and Sacrifices 

The Church Suffering and the Church      
Militant constitute in their relations a      
second circle of most vital activities.     
Having entered into the night "wherein no 
man can work," the Suffering Church    
cannot ripen to its final blessedness by any 
efforts of its own, but only through the 
help of others—through the intercessory 
prayers and sacrifices (suffragia) of those 
living members of the Body of Christ who 
being still in this world are able in the 
grace of Christ to perform expiatory works. 
The Church has from the earliest times 
faithfully guarded the words of Scripture 
that it is a holy and a wholesome thing to 
pray for the dead that they may be loosed 
from their sins. [2 Macab. 12, 43] The   
suppliant cry of her liturgy: "Eternal rest 
give to them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them," can be heard      
already in the Acts of the  martyrdom of 
SS. Perpetua and Felicitas (A.D. 203) and is 
represented in numerous sepulchral       
inscriptions of the most ancient period, 
while theologians and Fathers of the 
Church, beginning with Tertullian, have 
supplied its substantial proof. . . . So       
fundamental indeed and so natural to 
man's hope and desire and love is this     
belief, that historians of religion have      
discovered it among almost all                 

non-Christian civilized peoples: a striking 
illustration of Tertullian's saying that the 
human soul is naturally Christian. 

The Catholic, therefore, is jealous to        
expiate and suffer for the "poor souls,"   
especially by offering the Eucharistic     
Sacrifice, wherein Christ's infinite expiation 
on the Cross is sacramentally represented, 
and stimulating and joining itself with the 
expiatory works of the faithful, passes to 
the Church Suffering according to the 
measure determined by God's wisdom and 
mercy. 

Indulgences 

By the practice of Indulgences, the Church 
places at the charitable disposal of the 
faithful the inexhaustible treasure           
accumulated, from age to age, by the     
superabundant satisfactions of the saints, 
added to those of the martyrs, and united 
to those of our Blessed Lady and the       
infinite residue of our Lord's sufferings. 
These remissions of punishment she 
grants to the living by her own direct   
power; but she nearly always approves of 
and permits their application to the dead 
by way of suffrage, that is to say, in the 
manner in which, as we have seen, each of 
the faithful may offer to God who accepts 
it, for another, the suffrage or succor of his 
own satisfactions.  

A partial indulgence, applicable only to the 
souls in purgatory, can be obtained when 
the Eternal Rest (Requiem aeternam) is 
prayed. This is a good prayer to recite     
especially during the month of November: 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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From The Little Flowers of Saint Francis 
Chapter 43 

How Brother Conrad of Offida converted a young brother 

Who bothered the other brothers. 

And how that same young brother, when he was dying 

Appeared to the same Brother Conrad, 

Begging him to pray for him; and how he freed him 

From the great pains of purgatory 

The same Brother Conrad of Offida was an       
admirable zealot of evangelical poverty and of 
the Rule of Saint Francis, and was of such         
religious life and such merit before God that the 
blessed Christ honored him with many miracles in 
life and in death. 

Among these, one time he had come as a guest 
to the place at Offida, and the  brothers asked 
him for the love of God and charity to admonish a 
young brother who was in that place, who was 
acting childishly, and was so rowdy and dissolute 
that he disturbed both the old and the young of 
that family, and he cared little or nothing about 
the Divine Office and other observances of the 
Rule.  So Brother Conrad, because of compassion 
of that young man and the pleading of the   
brothers, one day called the young man to one 
side.  With fervent charity he spoke such effective 
and devout words of instruction to the young 
man that by the work of divine grace he became, 
as a boy, an old man in his way of living, so     
obedient and kind and concerned and devout, 
and also so peaceable, so ready to serve, and so 
zealous for everything virtuous, that just as      
before the whole family was upset by him, now 
they were all content with him and consoled, and 
they loved him deeply. 

As it pleased God, it happened that a few days 
after his conversion, that same young man died, 
which made those same brothers grieve. And a 
few days after his death, his soul appeared to 
Brother Conrad, who was praying devoutly in 
front of the alter of that same friary; and          
devoutly greeted him as a father.  Brother Conrad 
asked him: “Who are you?” And the answer was: 

“I am the soul of that young brother who died in 
these days.” And Brother Conrad said: “How are 
you, my dearest son?” He replied: “Dearest Fa-
ther, by the grace of God and your teaching, I am 
well  because I am not damned; but because of 
some sins of mine I did not have time to purge           
adequately, I am bearing the great pains of     
Purgatory. But I beg you, Father, that just as in 
your mercy you helped me when I was alive, so 
now please help me in my sufferings by saying 
some Our Fathers for me, because your prayers 
are very acceptable in the sight of God.”  Then 
Brother Conrad,  kindly assenting to his prayers, 
said one Our Father with the “Requiem         
aeternam,” and that soul said: “O dearest Father, 
what great good and refreshment I feel!  Now I 
ask you to say that again.” And Brother Conrad 
said it another time, and after he did, the soul 
said: “Holy Father, when you pray for me, I feel          
completely relieved, so I ask you not to stop  
praying for me.” Then Brother Conrad, seeing 
that this soul was being helped by his prayers, 
said one hundred Our Fathers for him.  When he 
finished, that soul said: “On behalf of God, I thank 
you, dearest Father, for the  charity you have had 
toward me, because through your  prayers I am 
freed from all punishment and I am now going to 
the heavenly kingdom.” After saying this that soul 
departed.  Then Brother Conrad, to give joy and 
comfort to the brothers, related that whole vision 
to them in detail. 

To the praise of Jesus Christ 

And the little poor man Francis. 

Amen. 
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Fraternity Pictures 

Paul & Kathy Butcher         
enjoying on-going formation. 

Brothers working together for 
the poor at the food pantry. 

Beloved of Saint Francis 

Table of devotionals             
for reverencing. 

Happy Birthday Everyone! 

Secular Franciscans, therefore, 
should seek to  encounter the 

living and active person of 
Christ in their brothers and              

sisters…OFS Rule #5 


